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F-4 ENGINE FAILURI

ON TAKEOFF

aardison

—
T

i
Gints, Ihs is a super good article recommended, foRel!
F-4 types. {Thare’s no penalty incurred if yot Bon't
happen to fly the Phentom and want to read the article.)
The author, Major Dick Penn, has some good words
sprinkied with lots of good old-fashioned humor and most

by Major Richard L. Penn, Jr.

important, there’s a message.  Ed.

There are advantages to being a
single-angina  fighter pilot. Perhaps
most important is that it’s not
necessary to take a fot of crap from
Thud drivers about being a
“two-engine-bomber pilot.” | know
because | used to be a single-engine
type m\.re;eh‘,1 and | remember those
carefree days of simple procedures: if
the engine quits — airstart it and
continue; if it don't airstart - jump

9 AF, Shaw AFB, SC.

out. Compare that exciting, idytlic life
with the harassed, sometiibes
groveling existence of the
many-motored type when he's caught
up by the threatening question of ¢
stan-eval weenle or fhghtcorn 2

Nov.w everydhei $ tifc is getting
mere” complicated. Because of
advancements in efection seat

: 0 wn:hewnm That can
e Mﬁa?- i cHoice i a lot of
hconcreta Mas alreidy been passed. But

- ir's even tougwr for some guys. n

these days of the escalation of
Ct)mphmtnon the {wo-engine pig still
165ds the pack. An engine failure late
in the rakeoff roll poses three choices:

1. That's what’s known as poetic
license ‘cause in real life, 1'm a T-bird
pifot. But In poetry Is the essence of
truth; mathematics is ar
approximation. We all know that
Douglas Badet, John C, Meyer, and

4

the Red Baron flew singie-engine
fighters, wore big wrist watches, etc.,
and | must perforce identify with
them or suffer the loss of all
credibility. There was Tom McGuire,
but fmagine what he could have done

with a P-51,

2, Case histories on this subject are
more fully expiored in s scintillating
and schoizrly treatise found in the
June ‘72 jissue of “The WMilitary
Chaplain Quarterly Revien.” .
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Aircrew Achievement Award
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